[Neck pain and isolated torticollis revealing neurologic lesions].
Neck pain and torticollis are very common symptoms, but they may reveal an intracranial or cervical neurological disease. Such diseases are easily diagnosed when these two symptoms are associated with others, but in some rare cases, and especially when it is isolated, torticollis may be mistaken for common neck pain. This is what happened in 21 cases and in some patients the neurological disease had been present for a very long time before it was diagnosed. Prior to admission, most patients were treated with massages, cervical collar or manipulations which sometimes resulted in deterioration. A search for atypical features of neck pain and torticollis should avoid delays in diagnosis.